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of having " allready lost about six yeares since upon yor
Mats expresse comande " he came over.114

A definite pronouncement is given by Charles I in
the patent roll of December 16, 1628, that he had a
"particular knowledge of his dexterity . . . during
the space of three years of divers works perfected by
him at the royal command."115

On the whole it is safer to adopt the end of 1625 as
the time of Briot's advent, allowing, however, for the
possibility that the artist may have performed some
work for Charles when in 1623 the latter passed through
Paris in the month of February on his way to Spain, for
the words that "upon yor Mats expresse comande" he
came over are suggestive that the King had some
knowledge of his powers. But of whatever slips or'
exaggeration the widow may have been guilty she brings
forward two unimpeachable witnesses in Mr. Secretary
Nicholas and Sir William Parkhurst in support of her
assertion that her husband " with very great danger to
his person furnished still the Mint at Oxford with the
necessary Stamps and Puncheons."

She also shows forth that " as long as he lived," i.e.
until the end of 1646, " he from time to time did goe
to York and Oxford at his Matys commaund," and there-
fore we look not only for coins bearing his designs, but
personal, if temporary supervision.

The fact that on the death of Edward Greene, the chief
engraver at the Tower at the end of 1644, Briot was not
elevated to his post, is indicative that either he was
still absent in France, where his presence is attested in

111 State Papers Domestic, Carl. I, Vol. GLXXIV. No. 4.
115 Patent Roll 4, Carl. I, Part 11, No. 5, as quoted by Mr. Symonds
in Num. Chron., 4th Ser., Vol. XIII. p. 364.